Topless
driving

Classic convertibles can be fun,
glamorous — and affordable,
if vou know what to look for

wen the weather's like this, who
worLkn™t enjoy going bor a spin in
1 cofvertible? Althio i

macbern musdel costs 2 small fortune,
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By, i wou kKnow what youne dodng.
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turn heads wherever you drive, but they needn’y
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ek Tk m either.,

And the fmancial wisdom behind buyving a elassic
convertible doesn’t end there. Buyers of madern
cars take a huge hit o the walbet the moment
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new car dropping 20 per cent in value before the
showroom's out of sight. That helps the case for
a clesic oomvertible: they're often bullt to a lagher
bevel of guality than a madern car of the same
price, and they've long since battamed o of
theeir depreciation curve

Seonmee wll akwarys e waorth what you paad
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increasing rarity makes them more desirable,
Having =aid that, it’s important not to take too
thard a lose on vadues and munning costs with classac
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o make monwy oul of what is, after all, supposed
o b a souroe of ;‘-':_-.|-| re. A, at its best, classic
convertible ownership rs a pleasure. With the top
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with the car, closer to the elements, no longer
dependent on electronics to insulate vow from
the vagaries of the moad. Those same electronics
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else designed to take avay an element of driver
wdgemient = will consign many of the modern
generation of cars to an early grave long before they
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“It was ordered new by my mum,
and she owned it until her death last
vear. I learned to drive in if, but it
was always Mum'’s little car — I'm
aft 2 and look fairly ridiculous in it
Ive kept it for sentimental reasons,
but it is really enjovable to drive.”
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